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Polio in Pakistan’s North 
Wazi ristan
Having read the Editorial Polio: is the 
end in sight? (November, p e616),1 
we felt inclined to share our point of 
view about the recent increase in polio 
cases in Pakistan and their link to the 
military operation being conducted in 
North Waziristan.  
Since 2012, polio vaccination 
campaigns have not been undertaken 
in many districts of federally 
administered tribal areas (FATA), 
mainly due to the Taliban’s ban on 
polio vaccination in the region and 
the attacks on health-care workers.2 
Because of this gap, countless residents 
of FATA were left unvaccinated.3 
Consequently, FATA became a major 
polio reservoir, with the majority of 
polio cases in 2014 being reported 
in FATA and the neighboring Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province (KPK).4 
In June 2014, Pakistan’s military 
operation against the Taliban in North 
Waziristan district of FATA, resulted 
in the displacement of an estimated 
1 million people.5 The mass migration 
of previously unvaccinated people 
from North Waziristan resulted in 
an increased transmission of polio 
within Pakistan, which is quite evident 
from the fact that as of Nov 29, 2014, 
186 cases of polio have been reported 
since June 2014, taking the total 
number of cases in 2014 to 268.4 
Despite the large increase in number 
of polio cases, the hope that polio 
can be eradicated in Pakistan is still 
present. This migration has created an 
opportunity to vaccinate people who 
previously were left unvaccinated due 
to the ban imposed by the Taliban.5 
Vaccination centres were set up along 
check points out of North Waziristan, 
and more than 700 000 people out of 
the 1 million people displaced were 
vaccinated.5 Furthermore, vaccination 
campaigns have been undertaken 
in districts where the migrants have 
settled. So far in 2014, 11·8 million 
individuals have been vaccinated 
throughout Pakistan, compared with 
8·5 million in 2013 alone.5 Although 
the 2014 deadline to interrupt wild 
polio virus transmission is unlikely to 
be achieved, these developments give 
us hope for a decline in polio cases in 
the coming year 2015. In a country 
that is going through political turmoil, 
a lot more effort by all political 
stakeholders is required to make 
eradication a possibility.
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